
Maricopa Morphology and Syntax

PHONOLOGY AND ORTHOGRAPHY

0.1 Phonemic Inventory

0.11 Consonants

The inventory of consonants in Maricopa is

stops:
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t^mmru little functional load. Some examples of the two

counds can be compared in

[max^^t] 'bear' [n^itx^^t] 'blood*

[xamat] •piimpkin' [m^t] 'land'

Both these stops, /t/ and /t/ , are represented in the

orthography by t. The non-final suffixes -t- (emphatic) , -nt-

(» again') and -pat- ('too') all contain a dental /t/. The

non-final suffix -hot- [xot] (intensifier, 'very') contains

the back /t/.

/s/ is a retroflex voiceless fricative which varies in

place of articulation from the alveolar ridge to the hard

palate (depending on the speaker), /s/ is written in the

orthography as sh.

The voiceless velar fricatives /x/ and /x^/ are Repre-

sented orthographically as h and hw, respectively.

/r/ is an alveolar trill, which is^also realized as a

tap in pre-stress position.

/X/ is a voiceless palatal affricate, represented or-

thographically as ch. The voiced interdental fricative /^/

is written as d. Glottal stop /?/ is written as ^. In the

orthography, all superscripts are lowered to the line (e.g.,

/n^/is written ny) . All the other orthographic symbols are

the sai||^p[0iihe symbols listed above as phonemes.

0.12 Vowels

The vowel inventory of Maricopa is

i i: u u:
e e: o o:

a a:

Maricopa has a five vowel system, like the other River
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languages (Langdon 1976a) . Aside from the five vowels which

differ in quality, there is a phonemic length distinction.

Thus, there are ten phonemic vowels.

The length contrasts are exemplified in

[v^k]


